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Sebastian Heussler, (1581 -1645) . :
Buchdrucker, Fre1fechter and Kriegsmann, from Nurnberg
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Much of the following information comes from two main sources; Dar Awforenbonorar: reine Fntwicklungige-
schichte vomr 17, bis 19, Jabrbunders (1999) Harald Steiner: and an Article in the Mitteilungen aus dem Ger-
manischen Nationalmuseum 1904 Niirnberg by Hans Boesch, article name: Der Monatsreiter, Fechier wnd
Fabnenesninger Sebariian Heussler, Niirnberg. The works of Harald Steiner represent a significant look at the
history of the Book printers, artists and engravers of 16th century Niirnberg. I have translated into
English, several pages and the following represents excerpts of those:



"Sebastian Heussler was from a family of Bookprinters in Niirnberg, he was the oldest son of Leonhard
Heussler, and for a time, he pursued the trade of his family. Not much is known about his youth other than
that he apprenticed in the family trade. and in 1599 was working as a Setter, for the Niremberg printer Chris-
toph Lochner (d. 1614). Sebastian Heussler was married in August of 1601, to a Sabina Prinsterer. He was
twenty years old and seemed to be continuing with his vocation to the Book Printers Guild. In 1603 he paid
1000 Guldens for a House in the nailmakers alley, where he set up shop for himself. In the official records of
the Empirical city he was maintained as a Bookprinter from the years 1601-1603, and also berween 1606-1607.
Interestingly, his name is reported as being stricken during the years 1604, and 1608, Printwork by Sebastian
Heussler is known from the years 1601-1604 and 1607, not known from 1605 and 1606, That may be corre-
lated with the failure of his name to appear in the Guild books. He printed additionally, Novelty News, .
agendas of use in the Niirnberg Church, and devotional booklets, for example in 1607 the "Wurtzgaertlein for
the sick souls by Michael Bock, that was earlier brought out by his father in 1583."

The year 1607 ushered in an end for Sebastian Heussler and his occupation as a Bookprinter, For his name
disappeared from the History of the Nuremberg Bookprinters, The later destinies of this restless and unusual
man can only be shortly outlined here. From youth on he had been enchanted by , the Knightly Arts of
Fencing, (how he himself wrote) And that these were in foreign lands morg cherished than in Germany, so he
traversed maybe early in 1604,/05, but since 1608 was in Italy, France, England and the Netherlands and took
Lessons from famous Fencingmasters.He contended himself not with his increase in skills, but his distinct
interest on the Theory of the fencing arts, and with a certain writers talent, this caused him to publish his
New Artful fencing Book in 1615 in Nuremberp, Following this with no less than the great Nuremberg
Engraver Gabricl Weyer (1576-1632), explained by the different fencing images™

Gabriel Weyer was a well respected artist and engraver from Niirnberg, his main works include the collaboration in the
allegorical figures between the southerly Windows of, and the restoration in the Old City hall rooms, Later he had par-
ticipated in the decoration of the new Cityhall, and produced many drawings that would be done as Copper engravings.
(Boesch ) Heussler's fencing works include the 1615 New Kunstlich fechtbuch, also reprints of this in 1616 and again in
1617, the 1626 which I have translated here, a 1627, and a 1630 edition including the year 1665. The dates of 1716-1717, are
mentioned by Thimm on page 420, In the Niedersichsische Staats und Universititshibliotek Gottingen collection they
possess today, five works by Heussler. The New Kunstlich Fechtbuch 1630 which apparently only has 61 pages and 20
Plates, and was printed by Caymox of Niirnberg. They have two copies of the 1626 appearing complete, one of which I

1 Steiner page 35
2 Stediner page 37







