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State of the Guild Address

2010 was a very busy year for the guild. First and
foremaost we have expanded, having added study
groups in El Paso, Jacksboro, and Junction Texas,
Walnut Creek, California and Lincoln, lllinois for
atotal of nine study groups nation wide.

In May we awarded our first rank with the
overdue recognition of Kevin Maurer as an official
Mever ResearchScholar and Head of the Guild’s
Research Section. Kevin had an amazing vear of
research, from our Rostock translation project, the
revelations that have come to light about our
master Joachim Mever and the very important
research on the German Fencing Guilds which
helps illuminate our approach to the Art.

Last year the Guild began translational projects;
the Meyer 13060, the Rostock MS, Meyer 1600 are
all being worked upon and Keith Myers started
translation projects on Paulus Hector Mair and
Jacob Sutor. We look forward to seeing those com-
pleted and getting more Guild members involved as
they are able. Furthermore, on the language and
translation subject, this year we have tentatve plans
to start translatung the 1570 or 1600 into Spanish to
help open up more n-depth study of master
Mever's Art to our Spanish HEMA enthusiasts.

We had a great Dixie Krieg last year with a fun
tournament to finish off the event and our usual 3-
5 Central Flonda gatherings of the guild. We
learned a lot running the tournament, the expen-
ence will pay off when we do our first prize plays
for Freifechter Rank at this year's Dixie Krieg.
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Jonathan Scott the winner of our 2010 Dixie Krieg
tournament, will be working on a Fechrschulen
Music project to give us a true sense of the music
associated with Fechtschule events which formed
such a central part of the Renaissance martial arts,
All in all a busy yvear that has seen our guild grow in
size and scope and has seen research open up large
swaths of territory w0 our understanding of what we
a5 Meyer Frei Fechter

This vear also expect some great things, The Guild
Meyer Sword will come to light from Roberto Gort
in Iraly in a book scheduled for release somenme
mid 2011.

The Meyer Frei Fechter Guild will be publishing a
quarterly journal put together by Chris Van Slamb-
rouck and Kevin Maurer with input from all over the
guild. One of the first stories will be the resulr of a
coming trip to Northern Italy with a very gracious
invitation by Roberto Gott to visit our sister guilds
in Northern Italy who focus on the works of the
Italian Master Marozzo. This is am important
meeting berween our guilds 1o follow on the rela-
uonship between Meyer and Marozzo which is
where Mever learned his art of the cut and thrust.
Chris and Kevin will be spending two weeks visiting
with the many fencing schools of the area and doing
some research of their own and getting some hands
on time with some historical weaponry. Roberto
Got and his fellow fencers have access to many
manuals and historical weapons including a 1600
Mever manual.
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The Guild Journal will highlight a lot of the research that has been done over the
last year or two on Mever by Kevin Maurer, German fencing schools and other
related subjects as well as highlighting some of our most important projects for
release to the public and giving voice to a lot of work by our other members
from around the counrry.

The Meyer Frei Fechter Guild is a federanon of equals; fencers and researchers
alike who work together towards a common goal of exploring and bringing back
to life the German Kunst Des Fechten according to the greatest Freifechter of
them all, Joachim Meyer. Our focus is squarely on Meyer but this is by no means
a limitation. Rather, it is a means to an end o gain a foothold on the lost Renais-
sance art of war. That will be but a stepping stone to the resurrection of this
Art for us as we bring it back ro life, living and breathing ar its rightful place
amongst other martial arts. I would see it as respected today as legiimate method
of self-defense and transmission of the art of combat with or without weaponry.
Focusing on Mever is just our main thrust but we by no means should ignore
other sources and expect to delve into Paulus Hector Mair, Marozzo and Sutor in
the coming vears as we flesh out the Art more with each passing vear. This is a
project that requires dedication over several lifetimes as we research, explore, and
experiment. Implementng knowledge and hard-won experience over decades
dedicated to training, This knowledge will be pooled together and passed on
to the next generation of our Guild members and they will pick up where we
leave off. In much the same fashion as these arts were created, the dedicanon of
past generations of warrors will come to fruition with a living lineage to pass on
this body of knowledge to future of historical fencers. None of this is possible
without the hard work of everyone in the Guild.
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